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Introduction:
The International Workshop on Situation Of Violence Against Women In Bangladesh, which was held at IDB Bhaban Auditorium  on 30th April 2009, was organized by PRIP  Trust as part of the process for sharing the independent review of Violence Against Women in Bangladesh, India and Nepal. Mahmuda Khandker Bithi, Deputy Director, Capacity Building, PRIP  Trust presented  a paper entitled Snapshots of The study on Situation of Violence Against Women (VAW) in six  Selected Districts Under Dhaka Division, which served as a background paper for the discussion on the occasion With  Aroma Dutta in the  Chair, the Dialogue was attended by  a  number of distinguished personnel (List of participant is annexed).
On behalf of PRIP Trust and   International Workshop, Abdullah Zafar, OD specialist of  PRIP Trust ,  welcomed all the  distinguished guests for being with them and sharing their experiences in International Workshop . He requested Aroma Dutta, Executive Director of PRIP Trust, to deliver her welcome speech on this auspicious occasion. Initiating the Workshop, Aroma Dutta first of all, welcomed and thanked  all the participants who have come from home and abroad  to take part in the workshop for  sharing their views  and opinions  on  the  status of VAW  in Bangladesh, India and Nepal. She feels proud to see them in IDB Bhaban and hopes that this mutual exchange of opinions will be very effective and fruitful in advancing the issues of VAW. She said that Violence against women is a cross-cutting issue and this is nothing new but the shape, the method and the type of violence keep changing with the process of globalization. It has become endemic and also epidemic. She pointed to the participants that they are genuinely fighting for this particular theme to save women. She posed a question to the participants that how much they have accomplished. She says that when she opens the newspaper, she observes at least 5 to 10 instances in the newspaper - one particular woman has been killed by her husband or somebody has thrown acid or she has committed suicide. It pains her so much particularly when she goes through the entire story. She says we spend more than 2000 to 3000 TK  per dinner.  what initiatives have to be taken is at least to address the issue.  It is absolutely impossible for any single player. So it needs  to bring all the players together . In the given fact we have invited 6 women headed NGOs from Bangladesh,  from six districts who will present the paper. We are here to have a dialogue with the Govt. because the present Govt is very pro poor and pro women. The objectives of the study are to get the understanding of VAW situation of the six districts and to capture the present level of participation of women in public functions and to suggest the necessary measures to improve the situation of violence against women.
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After the inaugurating speech by Aroma Dutta, Abdullah Zafar invited all the international guests and chief guest to launch the PABITRA ROKEYA PATH which has been compiled and edited by renowned journalist Baby Moudud,  published by PRIP Trust, and requested  Aroma Dutta to share her experiences in publishing the holy book. She first tends to read out the first holy quotation from the PABITRA ROKEYA PATH, these are given bellow:
We will do whatever we need to do for becoming equal to men. If earning a livelihood can ensure our independence, we must work for a living. If necessary we will become everything ranging from a Lady Secretary to a Lady Magistrate, a Lady Barrister, and a Lady Judge. In fifty years time we can hope to have a Lady Viceroy who will make all the women of this country queens
After reading out the holy quotation, Aroma Dutta   stated that this book will be distributed to all the school in entire Bangladesh because everybody must know that Rokeya Sakhwat had broad human community of this subcontinent; without Rokeya we would not have been here. Baby Moudud has been working on Pioneer Rokeya many many years. We have a master plan to all the students to learn exactly what the thoughts of Rokeya were.

After the session of book uncovering, Abdullah Zafar requested  journalist  Baby Moudud, as chief guest, to deliver her  speech regarding the VAW issue. She says that In 1972, 1975, 1976 she participated   this type of workshop and thus formed   MOHILA Parisad.  She also participated in national and international workshop on behalf of Mohilla Parisad. She says that in our society it is a dark chapter that as a woman she can not  support it. She  said  that she is also lucky and the  participant  also lucky  that we have  not fallen in  trafficking ,and our  family support us a lot., we have to always support the  disadvantaged women, due to their vulnerable position.  We see that when women voice is raised, then the males  are fear, they can not  tell anything against women. We have been hearing  long time the VAW issue, but it must  be stopped. She again thanked all the participants and PRIP trust and  inaugurated the workshop.  

After tea break Abdullah Zafar requested to present the presentation from Nepal, India,  PRIP Trust,  Care Bangladesh and six NGOs.

Presentations 
PRIP Presentation (Study on Violence against women)
[image: image4.jpg]


On behalf of PRIP Trust Mahmuda Khandker Bithi welcome all National and International participants and present the study findings of six NGOs.  She pointed out the objectives of the study which was to gain in depth understanding of the existing status, to identify the level of awareness of community, to identify the nature of violence and their underlying causes etc. She mentioned different areas of the study such as study area, study target groups, tools and techniques used, sampling approach, organizational capacity of the PNGOs, situation of VAW in Project Areas. She says that six organizations have lack of technical skill. Two year is a very short time to deal this issue. She is very happy to see that the trend is good. Six NGOs provided almost the same information. Some of these NGOs conduct Salish in the locality.  Many NGOs provide legal aid support. The presenter shows Graph, sampling approach, situation of VAW ,  underlying  causes of  VAW, and also  some  recommendations.  She mentioned ten incidents of violence in study findings among these three, top most VAW is Physical torture(Ist), Sexual  harassment (2nd) and Dowry (3rd). She mentioned some recommendations from the study findings, i.e. ensure secondary education for girls, comprehensive awareness raising program on women’s Rights. Formulate appropriate laws on Domestic Violence, Ensure prompt justice and settlement of cases related to VAW, promote positive mentality towards women.  She strongly believes that if we maintain the coordinate process then VAW will reduce, she thanks all the participants. 

Suparna Mitra (INDIA): Self help Group Promotional Forum
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Suparna Mitra, Manager  empowerment ,  from India presents her paper on behalf of Self help Group promotional  Forum  which is working in 17 districts,  in India. Suparna Mitra gave a short note about the socio cultural set-up of Indian society which   is traditional, complex mosaic of different castes, creeds and religions. She argues that causes of gender inequality are related to socio-economic structure of the country and in the Indian constitution gender equality has been adopted in preamble, fundamental duties and directive principle. She pointed out many facts and findings indicating UN report that one incident of violence translates in to women losing seven working days in the country and between ages 15 to 49, 70 percent married women are victims of beating rape and coerced sex. Most women’s work in west Bengal continues to remain unrecognized as they are in unpaid housework. Few women who are in paid work often earn 60-70% of the men’s wage. The bulk of the crimes reported against women in west Bengal in 1999 were those of cruelty by husbands and relatives 55% followed by molestation at 17% and rape and kidnapping and abduction at 12% each.  She said one crime is being committed against women in India every three minutes, and about two third of the married women are victims of domestic violence. 75% of women who are victims of domestic violence do not seek help considering family honor. 50% pregnant women experience physical torture, about 6000 deaths take place every year for dowry. She also added that women empowerment has increased in India, but there is difference among North, South India and west Bengal. All over the country Scope of taking decision by women is on the increase for their family life, especially increased in west Bengal. Sex ratio also increased. Self help group are working on women empowerment issue. She thanked everyone and ended her presentation.

NEPAL: 
Rachana Shrestha remarked south Asia as the worst region in terms of indicators with the highest rate of violence against women .Due to patriarchy women face various forms of oppression and violence. She distinguished different types of violence such as family violence, dowry related violence and customary/traditional violence like deuki,badi,chhoupadi 
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She especially emphasizes on violence against women in politics. She says that violence against women in politics is rampant which has predominated women to participate in politics. VAW in politics is likely to result in physical, sexual or psychological harm of suffering to women politician. This is also discrimination and known as manifestation of the unequal power relationship. She pointed out a report conducted by SAP that there are four types of violence –physical,sexual,psychological and threats and coercion .a research shows that Physical violence was at peak before the election during the campaign process; the major perpetrators  of violence were cadres of political parties; the strong political commitment from these stakeholders is essential for ensuring zero tolerance towards violence against women in politics. 

CARE  BANGLADESH
Thanking  PRIP  Trust and all the participants She  explained their ARSHI and SHOUHARDO project  briefly .She says that they are facing violence butshe is very happy to know that silence on this taboo issue has been broken and CBOs have emerged and are taking targeted action on VAW

Men & boys have been involved ;GOB is (UP, Family Court, VAW standing Committee) responsive in addressing VAW.

Girls are having enriched self-esteem with increased mobility for education and other development options, social malice stopped, e.g. child marriages, dowry, eve teasing, etc. 
Standing Committee Members are taking an active role in the VAW Prevention committee raising voice in their own locality to stop VAW, illegal divorce, wife beating, family conflict, child marriage, Marriage without dowry etc.
SHAREE

Priya Shaha, Executive Director of SHAREE, gave a short account of socio-economic aspects of Dalit and of different projects and programs implemented by SHAREE in improving the standard of living and ensuring rights especially for the disadvantaged,  [image: image7.jpg]


deprived and marginalized women and children. SHAREE has mainly focused on child Education, participation of women in the Panchayet of Dalit Community, women leadership at the grass root level in reducing VAW, making administration active in establishing human rights for women and participation of women in development. She mentioned that out of 14 crore people in Bangladesh 55 lacks are dalit and pointed out miserable conditions, especially their living place  .She strongly pointed out different aspects of discrimination.  Due to untouchability they have no access to all the professions, Govt service is worth mentioning among them.  Contractual slavery, and deprivation of participation in social and state festivals are very common to them. She says that they help to create opportunities for female education,and direct communication of women in service delivery institutions. Besides they have taken steps jointly with Steps Towards and PRIP Trust in stopping early marriage and Eve-teasing and giving information on family law and traditional law of VAW. She mentioned different success of which it is relevant to point out  that women participation was once totally prohibited in Pancyate; even at the time of meeting no woman are allowed to walk beside. Now they are able to take part in.

NUSA
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Majeda Showkat Ali, Executive director of NUSA, says that as violence against women, illegal Shalish and fatwa are prevalent all the more in the village Areas, it is a crying need to unite women and make them revolutionary and take legal measures against these barbaric incidents. Women who come here to be free from oppression are victims of not getting legal aid. Some of the consequences are pointed below that no marriage registration, no rights to divorce in kabin nama. She says that VPVC has been formed in every village for necessary advice to do marriage registration and stopping early marriage. As  religious dogma and superstition are prevailing across the country , they have faced problems from matubbar and religious preachers .Through meetings by VPVC in every village plans have been taken to reduce VAW . `Marriage with dowry is too common to get married without it. Negative attitudes are observed towards women due to lack of Govt. initiatives to protect VAW 

BANDHAN

BANDHAN Society-though they have not presented their paper in the workshop but submitted-from the findings  it appears that they pointed out some statistical features of VAW and mentioned Govt. initiatives like DWA, GOVT LEGAL Aid Fund, Local  Govt. municipal  and police administration. They have taken some initiatives like awareness, advocacy and shelter support. They also pointed out some of their limitations, for example fund limitation, resource limitation, training, absence of shelter home and actual age identification problem of women victim and gave some recommendations-to establish shelter home at Kishorgonj, arrange IGA training for the victim, and do effective co-ordination with local and national level NGOs.

Gram Bikash Shohayak Shagstha(GBSS] :
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Masuda Farouk Ratna, Executive Director of Gram Bikash Shohayak Shagstha (GBSS) explained the situation of violence against women with disabilities in the light of their working experience. She says that a victimized woman usually tries to avoid the legal process and never like to express their domestic violence to others. She said that VAW are visible and printing and electronic media are reporting this news but ministry of women and children affairs of the govt of Bangladesh does not pay any attention to 4.5 million women with disabilities. She informs that though some laws are existing, the complexities of the laws discourage the family to take the support for women with disabilities to go for justice. She mentioned some outputs like guardian platform formed in village level to upazilla level, increasing awareness for the adolescent girl of disabled family about their child, reducing abuses on mother of disabled child, and creating social mobilization for getting social security from the state especially for the disable women and child.
MANAB PROGATI SANGHA (MPS) :
Mahmuda Begum Shelly, Executive Director of Manab Progoti Sangha, pointed out their activities, consequences, impact and obstacles in ensuring the protection on VAW. Among different activities related to violence against women are implementation of the rights of sex workers, protective programs on acid violence, faily law and networking programs; many consequences are getting degree from high court, declaration of dismissal and ensuring safety in brothel. Sex workers have got their own areas .Now no one can threat them. She also points out different obstacle- To be injured to lead movement against the uprooting of settlements of the sex workers, Police  avoids humanitarian duties ,Pressure from the influential politicians, lack of economic assistance, Need assistance from local  administration .She recommends many thing that need assistance from local administration, economic assistance ,a shelter home for the victims, one stop centre  at every district level.

Group work Presentation:
After lunch break Abdullah Zafar divided the participants among the  three groups for identifying key  learning,  learning those we can  bring back, The  group findings are given bellow: 
Presentation of Group-1: 
	Key Learning’s/VAW
	Learning those we can bring back

	· Attention to Disable people, Dalit and SW Legal Education Centre and awareness Campaign

· Educate to police, judiciary and other Govt. area

· Advocacy to Govt. policy and maintain rights

· Community based action group

· Advocacy for strengthening Shalish Kendro joint effort with UP and CS
	· Advocacy-Any Right

· Networking through NGO,CS

· Capacity Building

· Campaigning

· Media Advocacy

· IEC Materials
· Study and Research

· Sharing Meeting for good practice

· Maximum women participation in any Govt/ NGO Committee


Presentation of Group-2: 

	Key Learning’s /VAW
	Learning those we can bring back

	· Lack of combined efforts to VAW

· Lack of implementation of Laws

· No uniform law

· Less emphasize on Property Rights

· Due to patriarchy women can not raise voice

· Women are not aware about their rights

· Empowerment is the key to address VAW

· Accountability at local institutions is important to VAW

· Qualitative women’s political participation needed for women’s rights

· Positive attitude of media to VAW
	· Regional Network needs to 

· Implementation of law should be strengthened

· Awareness on VAW and Women rights

· Ensure qualitative women political participation

· Positive role of media 


Presentation of Group-3: 

	Key Learning’s/VAW

	· Law on Domestic violence

· Community based monitoring system

· Strengthening local Governance through people’s participation

· Inclusion of disable and Dalit

· Political Empowerment of women through the process

· Easy access to information

· More awareness program is needed

· Gender equity based campaign


Session on Open Discussion :
Abdullah Zafar invites all the participants for open discussion to disclose what has yet not been disclosed.  

Bidyut Devnath from India described the national election that 33% reservation in panchayat level, but not at state level and in election propaganda is 33% seat will be allocated. In that sense they demand minimum 33% seat. The political party’s demand 33%, but they do not give women candidate, only 4%/6%/10% is allocated. Their mentality changes, but some times they play dual role. In that case the advocacy is ongoing process.  He mentioned new status report in India, which are given below:

· No developed gender budgeting
· No developed domestic  violence Act

He added some recommendations, which are :

· Ensure Rights ownership (land),  and need  campaign

· Need Economically empowered women

· Women interest  rate have to reduce 

· Women empowerment is needed in taking their own decision in Panchayat level and it should 33%. 

· Ensure access to the capital for women 

· Another participant argues that Dalit will have to be incorporated in national women policy.
· The executive Director of GBSS says that they need capacity building and funding. In the sector of disable the donor is also reluctant to provide fund. So donor should feel interested in providing fund for disabled person. 

· Some people are victim of political violence through the political process. So we have to discuss with political leaders for political violence against the political activist. 

· Need strong network and share the relevant issue to create pressure to Govt. for including the issue as their agenda  

· Donors are not interested to go to remote areas. So donors have to be created interest to go to remote area.

· This type of workshop is good, but unique network will be established in South Asia. 

· The Executive Director of PRIP Trust Aroma Dutta stated that platform is needed, this is  not an  easy  job, but it is complex and difficult.  This is seemed as a female issue. We do not have holistic movement. It is a crosscutting issue, so we should come together on one particular policy. So  she mentioned some point. These are :
· local  Govt. should be accountable

· Coordination have to be developed  between Donors and  NGOs, Govt. and NGO  and regional network particularly Bangladesh, India and Nepal.
· Another participant mentioned that the local people are suspicious about the fund for violence which is allocated in upazila. So it  should be  open. 

· The victims at the upazila level are not aware of the  Govt. support i.e. the directory of women and child affairs. So  women and child affairs department  should be active. 

·  Other participant said that, it needs more mass people’s participation. 

 Concluding  Session: 
Abdullah Zafar requested the prominent journalist Baby  Moudud to express her concluding speech.  Baby Moudud stated she  is a media person. In 70’s decade she did movement against VAW. For Sonia’s  rape case they  arranged movement . After Sonia’s movement the rape case news are  coming and  TV also  broadcast it. She  mentioned  the Yasmine rape case which occurred in  Dinajpur. In relation with this occurrence then Dinajpur  social movement  started.  In her  realization she  also  said If we don’t mobilize  then  social movement, and  nothing could  be done. 
Our movement not  against the man. We are in better position than 50 and  60 decades. Women enhance their position and  come  outside, they are improving their socio  - economic status, but  yet Violence  against women have not reduced. We received training on the  issue of how can we interview the prostitute and to develop the genuine feature regarding this  issue. Baby Moudud also agreed with Suparna Mitra that women individually  are monitoring themselves, then it  will be  more effective.  

The  women  affairs directorates maintain the  bureaucracy process. She also mentioned BDR movement where  women were  killed, It is painful for us.She suggested that if  we develop the  monitoring cell  which organized by Aroma Dutta , that   will be more effective.  

If we develop the  social  welfare state then it will have to  start from grass root level. We are working  unitedly in society and in the  state level, then it will be effective in future.  She mentioned that the state should observe the  rights of dalit. She added more that the Indian women  are enhanced  and Nepal’s women are conscious  of political issue. We have  to work for  bringing positive change of man in our patriarchal society. If we  maintain  unity, then we  have to work to bring  the normal position for  disadvantaged  women.  

In the  concluding  session  Indian participant  Bidoyut  Devnath stated  that we heard the speech of Aroma  Dutta  and Baby  Mouded. He said that Bangladeshis  are cordial and  simple. He mentioned the  name  of Prominent politician  Dhirendra Nath Dutta for  the  language movement in 1952.   

At the end, Abdullah Zafar acknowledged all the participants including international participants for their active participation. He hopes to move ahead and thanks every body. 
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